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Gulf Coast Ports Showr Strength
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MOBILE, AL-Though the economy has had a downward
impact on the East and West coasts, some of the Gulf
Coast ports, and its real estate, haven't been quite so
adversely affected. Depending on where the port is
located, the economic impact may not be quite so dire.
James K. Lyons is director and CEO with the Alabama
State Port Authority, which oversees and operates the
Port of Mobile. He acknowledges the port, like many of
the nation's ports, has experienced a decrease in
cargo. But Lyons is convinced the downturn is very
temporary.

Port of Mobile

"We've seen increases in the container side, and that's
spurred other activity," he tells GlobeSt.com. The other activity he speaks of includes last
February's construction launch on the port's intermodal container transfer facility.

But the story is somewhat different in Houston. Not that the Port of Houston hasn't benefitted
from a booming economy or an increase in trade. Plus the Bayport Terminal expansion is
continuing. But the Port of Houston, for the most part, deals with liquids, from the
petrochemical industry as opposed to containerized cargo. Furthermore, the containerized
cargo that does come to Houston doesn't stick around for long.

Jones Lang LaSalle senior vice president John M, Talhelm tells GlobeSt.com ports can have a
viable economic impact, though in general, ports around the United States have suffered an
economic downturn. Part of the reason, he said, is because of a lowered demand in goods.
Another was because of the weakened dollar.

"A lot of that cargo comes here and travels to the Midwest," he explains. "A good amount goes
into Mexico and a good portion of






